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Edinburgh, Fune 6. 1782. 


Arx a General Meeting of the Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, 


RESOLVED, 


That the Thanks of this Society be given 


to the Rev. Mr Walter MAlpine, one of the 


Miniſters of Culroſs, for his excellent Sermon 


| preached this day before them; and that he 
be deſired to permit the ſame to be printed 


for the uſe of the Society, 


Jamzs ForREsT, Clerk. 
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t. CORINTHIANS, iii. 16. 


| Kuow ye not that ye are the Temple of God, 


and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? . PEE 


moſt perfect and pure—who is Light, and 
dwelleth in light vouchſafe to manifeſt 


| his gracious preſence to the frail inhabi- 


tants of the duſt ? 


Behold what manner of love is this which 


. the Father hath beſtowed upon us? Surely, 


when we contemplate the ineffable glory 


of 


A N D will God, indeed, condeſcend ta 
. dwell with men? Will the Almighty, 
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3 
of his nature; when we reflect again upon 
our own weakneſs and unworthineſs, with 
juſt admiration may we exclaim, Lord, 
what 1 is man, that thou art mindful of 


o him, or the ſon of man that thou mould 
* viſit him?“ 


With ſuch ſentiments as theſe does it 


become us to receive the grace of God 


manifeſted in the goſpel, and which a due 


conſideration of the benefits ariſing from 
it cannot fail to inſpire. 


That cheſe ſentiments may be the more 
deeply impreſſed upon our mind, and made 
to produce their proper effect upon our 


temper and character, it is propoſed, in n the 
ee aan e | 


I, To conſider. more particularly who 


| theſe perſons are to whom the Apoſtle may | 
be ſuppoſed to addrefs himſelf in the words. 
of the text, 


* * 


24h. 


* 


2dly, To ſhew what may be implied in 


this high title or privilege to which ſuch 
perſons are e advanced, OE, 


In the third place, the advantages reſult- 
ing from i it. 


And then conclude with pointing out the 


leading diſpoſitions and duties, to the exer- 


ciſe of which, the conſcious poſſeſſion of 


this privilege, and of the advantages reſult- 


ing from it, muſt e tend to excite 15 


them. 


It is , propoſed to conſider the perſons 
to whom the Apoſtle is addreſſing himſelf 


in the words of the text, Now theſe we 


cannot ſuppoſe to be confined to the par- 
ticular Church to which this epiſtle is di- 


rected, or even to thoſe ofthe age in which 


8 the Apoſtle himſelf lived, but muſt include, 
I een all true Chriſtians. "FP Whoſo- 


ever ſhall confeſs,” ſays John, in his 1ſt 
au #6 that Jeſus is the Son of God, 


ce God 


* v.15. 
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“ God dwelleth i in him, and he in God.” , 
But, at that period of Chriſtianity, to con- 
feſs Jeſus before men, or to make an open 
profeſſion of his religion, was the higheſt 
teſtimony of regard that could poſſibly be 
ſhewn him. It was a proof, not only of 
candour to receive the truth, but alſo of 
firmneſs and fortitude to adhere to it, in 
0 defiance of temptation and danger. Hence 
| it is propoſed by this Apoſtle as a complete 
evidence of that uprightneſs of ſoul which 
. God ever approves of, and with which he 
delights to dwell. © Whoſoever denieth the 
“ Son,” ſays he *, © the ſame hath not the 


Father; but bs that acknowledgeth the 
e Son hath the Father alſo.” 


Even under former diſpenfations, v we are 
aſſured, that God did not deny his Spirit 
to thoſe who made a proper improvement 
of the light and advantages which they 
then enjoyed. For, not to inſiſt upon thoſe 
ſupernatural aids, and intimations of the 


| Divine 
* x, John, ii. 23. 


1 


Divine will, to which ſome of the more 
virtuous. among the Heathens pretended. 

Have we not the expreſs declaration of God 
himſelf for theſe manifeſtations of his grace 
to his ſaints, | or ſincere ſervants in every 


period? Thus Enoch and Abraham are ſaid 


to have walked with God, or to have en- 
joyed the conſciouſneſs of his preſence and 
_ friendſhip ; and to the children of Iſrael 

he is repreſented as promiſing, that, if they 
woalked in his ſtatutes, and Kept his com- 

mandments, he would walk among them, 
and dwell among them; that he would be 


| tlicir God, arid they ſhould be his people. 


And fiill more largely is this promiſe ex- 
preſſed; with a more particular deſcription 
of the character to which it belongs, in the 
prophecies of Iſaiah, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, The heaven is my throne, and 
A he earth is thy footſtdol : Where is the 
© houſe that ye build unto. me, and where 
* is the place of my reſt ? for all thoſe 

** things hath mine hand made, and all 

1 thoſe things have been, ſaith the Lord. 
B — But 


620 
gut to this man will I look, even to him 
*© that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and 
* that ttembleth at my word *.“ In a 
word, the fpirit of God being univerſally 
diffuſed, and acting with unceaſing energy, 
is ever ready to take up his abode with, or 
to afford his influences to thoſe who do not 
obſtinately reſiſt his power. Behold, © faith 
© the Spirit, 1 ſtand at the door and knock. 
Af any man will hear my voice, and open 
64 "mn door, I. will come nn n and ſup 
| with him, and he with me Tr ug 
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- Whoſoever, more eſpecillly under the 
light of the goſpel, where the promiſes of 
God are more ample and clear, is willing 

tolopen his eyes to its enhvening rays, and 
to ſubmit his heart to its influences; to 
ſuch a one do theſe words of the Apoſtle 
in the text peculiarly belong. Whoſoever 
is conſcious of poſſeſſing an unfeigned re- 
a gud to Chriſt | in A heart, whom neither 
- Hg Bhs. <5 fear, 


* Iſaiah Ixvi. 1. + Rev. iii. 20. 


Wis 


| Fear, nor falſe ſhame,' nor any temporal 
conſideration, can reſtrain from avowing 
this regard before the world; above all, 
whoſe faith and zeal are diſplayed by cor- 
reſponding habits of virtue, adorning their 
_ Profeſſion, and demonſtrating their ſince- 
rity, in ſuch may the Spirit of God be ſaid 
to dwell, according to his own. expreſs de- 
claration, and they are his temple. If a 
* man love me, (ſaid our Lord) he will 
12 * kerp my words, and my Father will love 
L him, and we will come unto him, and 
6 '© make our abode with him &.“ 


NY -proceed now, in the /ccond place, to 
ſhew what may be implied in this high title 
or privilege to which the perſons whoſe 
character has been deſcribed, are here ſaid 5 
to be wand. 


Now, 3 it is pigs, that, by halen meta- 
men of the temple « of God, and the habi- 
10 8 5 341 [4 4 | £9019} 1 023-937; l tation 8 
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| tation of his ſpirit, by which the condition 
of the true Chriſtian is denoted, is meant 

to be expreſſed that intimate union and fel- 
 lowſhip with God, to which he is admit- 


ted by? the Enowledge and rk of the 


SD. # 4 14 


The meaning of the word temple, | is that 


of a place conſecrated to devotion, where, 
it was formerly ſuppoſed, - the Deity mani- 
feſted his peculiar preſence, to hear and to 


atfwer the petitions that were put up to 


him, and whither the pious worſhipper fre- 


quently reſorted, that he might acknow- 


ledge his dependence upon him, expreſs 
dis gratitude for the benefits he had re- 


ceived, and implore the contihuance of his 


protection and favour: But the God of 
the Chriſtian is no longer conceived to 


dwell in temples made with hands, neither 


is his gracious preſence ſuppoſed 1 to be con- 
fined to any particular place; but, as he is 
every where to be diſcerned by the eye of 
faith; ſo alſo to the ſincere worſhipper, 1 ig 


there 


(nu) 


there a \conſtdnt acceſs to his love and 
friendſhip, by that new and living Way 
which Chriſt hath conſecrated in his own 
blood. The hour cometh, (ſaid our Lord) 
and now 18, when the true worſhippers 
* ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in 
* truth*.” Therefore, in the breaſt of ſuch 
x one, there is a continual ſacrifice offering 
up to heaven, a never-cealing . ſervice of 
prayer and of praiſe, aſcending as a conti- 
nued ſtream of incenſe before the throne 
of the Moſt High: For, whether he con- 
fiders the immenſity of the Divine perfec- 
tions, as theſe are manifeſted in the mag- 
 nificent works of creation, or the ſtill more 
engaging and conſpicuous diſplay « of them, 
in the plan of our redemption: by Jeſus | 
_ Chriſt, including the boundleſs, proſpect of 
immortality, every thing appears to be full 
of wiſdom and of. goodneſs, exciting admi- 
ration, and demanding perpetual praiſe, 
Net Boas, ene, with the public ex- 
e erciſes 


2 John iv. 23. 
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erciſes of religion, in which; however, he 


ſtill/ rejoices, and finds a conſtant ſource of 
improvement and of comfort; even in the 


ordinary intercourſes of life, his mind is 


directed towards God. In every object and 


event he beholds a ſuperior; though invi- 


ſible power, preſiding in the univerſe, over- 
ruling all events, and directing inferior a- 
gents and ſecond cauſes to the higheſt per- 


fection and felicity of the whole. Where 


fore God may be ſaid to dwell with him, 


and he with God, becauſe he ſets the Lord 
always before him, ſees him in every thing, 


and acknowledges him in all his ways; 


and, when far removed from the world, 
Its noife, its cares, and its follies, offers up 
from his heart, as from à conſecrated tem- 
ple, his ſilent, but pureſt and moſt elevated 
hymns to the Father of mercies, and the 
compaſſionate Redeemer of the human 


race, ſaying, in the language of ſacred rap- 


ture, My ſoul doth magnify the'Lord, 
and my ſpirit rejoiceth i in God my Sa- 
* viour.” 


; TMoF£ + 6 NE 
But, 


( 435 } 


But, 2dly, upon this head, to be the 
temple of God, and to have his Spirit 
dwelling in us, muſt likewiſe undoubtedly 
mean to reſemble him in our diſpoſition 
and temper, to be kind and merciful, as 
our Father in Heaven is merciful, | This 
was, the evidence to which our Saviour 
| conſtantly appealed for his being one with 
the Father. If I do not the works of 
5 my Father,” ſays he, 5 believe me not; 
but, if I do, though ye belieye not me, 
80 believe the works, that ye may know 
9 and believe that the Father i is in me, and 
« I in him “.“ By this, alſo, as. the moſt 
infallible canes, may we be aſcertained of 
his gracious preſence with us, and the fel- 
lowſhip of his-ſpirit. * Hereby know we, 

ſays his inſpired Apoſtle, chat he abideth 
in us by the ſpirit which he hath given 
8 us.“ But what is that ſpirit? Hath it 
any mixture of malice in it, or can it take 
up its abode with the proud and ſelfiſh 


heart? ? 


* x John, iii. 24. 
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( 16 ) 
heart? Is it not a ſpirit of meekneſs, like 
that of Jeſus, and of tender compaſſion; 3 


of pure and fervent love, rejoicing in every 
opportunity of domg good, yet rejecting 


all oſtentation; not fatisfied with confer- 


ring temporary benefits, but defiring t6 
render men completely and everlaſtingly 
happy ; : to infpire them with peace in theit 
own mind; to unite them in kind affection 


one to another, and to reconcile them to 
God; in a word, walking among men like 
an inviſidle, but ever working Deity, to 


alleviate the diſtreſſes of life, and to difſi- 


paw before them the darknek or death ? 4 


When the perſon nf with fuch dif. 


_ poſitions not only delights i in the exerciſe 


of them, but is willing, in their ſervice, to 


ſacrifice the indulgences of luxury, of ſel- 
fiſknefs, and of floth; when his charity 
| has power to lead him into the haunts of 


wretchednefs, to viſit the lonely cottage, 
and the bed of diſtreſs; cauſing him to 
open not only his hand but his heart to' 

2 


1 
che afflicted, and to pour forth his prayers 
with his tears. How ſoothing and confi- 
dential is the intercourſe, which, from this 
humble, but inſtructive vale, he is enabled 
to hold with God! How graceful does the 
garb of humility then appear to him! How 
bleſſed are the merciful! With what aver- 


Yr ſion does he then pur far from lim all ma- 


lice and all pride, every turbulent and un- 
hallowed paſſion, praying, that his breaſt 
may never more be ruffled with their pe- 
ſtilential blaſt ! Is it not, then, the ardent 
deſire of Bis ſoul, Lord, let this peaceful 
< ſpirit, which I now feel, henceforth abide 
with me, and this divine love be more and 
“more ſhed abroad in my heart?” *For God 
is love, and he that dwelleth in love 
* dwelleth in God, and God in him.“ 


But, in the third place, upon this head. 
By the preſence of the Spirit of God, which 
the Chriſtian is ſaid to poſleſs, muſt like- 
' wiſe be meant, that ſuch as are thus fa- 
voured by him, are ny directed by 
C his 
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his unerring counſel ; that they are ſtrength» 
ened and ſupported by his grace. A good 
“ man's ſteps (ſays the Pſalmiſt) are order- 
* ed by the Lord, and he delighteth in his 


| «© way; although he fall, he ſhall not be 
6e utterly caſt down, for the Lord uphold- 
eth him with his hand.“ Though man 


is endowed with reaſon to direct his con- 
duct, and with conſcience to reſtrain and 
regulate his paſhons, yet how often. is he 
taught, by experience, that theſe, of them- 


ſelves, are by no means ſufficient for his 
ſafety, amidſt the dangers and ſnares to 
which he is expoſed. How many inſtan- 


ces occur, almoſt to every man, when, 


through his ignorance of futurity, to which 


reaſon cannot penetrate, he is quite at a 


loſs to decide which is the ſafeſt courſe to 
be purſued by him; yet the whole ſucceſs 
of life, nay, life itſelf, perhaps, depending 
upon his choice ? And. may not the firm- 
eſt purpoſes of human virtue be ſurpriſed 
and overpowered i in a moment, by the vi- 
olence of ſome unexpected temptation? But, 


in 


6 
In the all- ſeeing eye of God there is no- 
thing uncertain, nothing contingent ; and, 
to thoſe with whom he dwells, and who 
Wait for his counſel, how eaſy is it for him 
to diſſipate the miſts of ignorance and of 
paſſion, making the way plain before them, 
and, inſenſibly inclining them to that which 
is ſafeſt and beſt ? © For the hearts of all 
* men are in his hand, and he turneth 
them whitherſoever he will, as the rivers f 
* of water.“ 


Are his Providence and care conſpicuouſ- 
ly diſplayed in the government of nature? 
and can we conceive that he will remain 
indifferent to the conduct and fate of his 
rational offspring, for whoſe ſubſerviency 
and uſe we can only ſuppoſe the material 
world to have been formed? No man ever 
became eminently great or good (ſaid the 
antient proverb, it was the voice of Reaſon, 
and of Nature) without the inſpiration of 
Heaven. I will bleſs the Lord, who hath 
given me Counſel,” ſaid the Pſalmiſt, 

* My 


(20) 
« My reins alſo inſtruct me in the night 
*© ſeaſons. Thou wilt ſhew me the path 
of life.” Thus, we ſee how reaſon, ex- 
perience, and the whole courſe of nature, 
all concur with the declarations of God in 
his word; that, with thoſe who are will- 
ing to open their heart to his Spirit, and do 
not obſtinately reſiſt his influences, he will 
not only dwell, but will likewiſe manifeſt 
himſelf their conſtant guardian and guide. 
I will inſtruct thee, and teach thee, (ſays 
© he) in the way that thou ſhalt go: I 
“% will guide thee with mine eye.” © If a 
«© fon aſk bread, (ſaid our Lord ) will he 
give him a ſtone, or if he aſk a fiſh; will 
© he give him a ſerpent ? If ye then, being 
e evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
«© your children, how much more ſhall 
, your Father which is in heaven, give 
good things, (or, as it is elſewhere ex- 
“ prefſed) his holy Spirit to them that aſk 
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I proceed now to the third general head 
of diſcourſe, namely, To ſhow the advan- 
tages reſulting from the poſſeſſion of theſe 


privileges, the nature of which I have been 
endeavouring to explain, 


One unſpeakable benefit ariſing from 
theſe to the Chriſtian is, that refined plea- 
ſure which he derives from communion with 
God, in the exerciſe of the devout affec- 
tions. This is an advantage, it 1s true, 
which the grovelling and corrupt mind can- 
not comprehend. It is a joy which the 
ſtranger to religion and to ſober thought, 
doth not intermeddle with ; but, to thoſe 
whoſe minds have been enlightened and 


purified by divine grace, this is a pleaſure 


infinitely more perfect than all the delights - 
of ſenſe can confer upon the children of g 
this world. N 


Is it acknowledged, that there is a real, 
. a refined pleaſure, in contemplating an a- 


miable, a reſpectable human character, in 
having 
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having acceſs to the perſon poſſeſſed of it, 
in converſing with him as our friend? How 


gladly do we embrace every opportunity of 3 


meeting with ſuch a one, of opening our 


hearts in confidence, and unfolding all our 
ſtate to him; our hopes, our fears, our 


- Pleaſures, our pains, all our deſires and 
expectations, with a perfect aſſurance of 
his affection to enter into all our concerns? 
And, can we doubt, that all this, in its 
higheſt perfection, is felt by the pious Chri- 
ſtian, when, in the exerciſe of unfeigned 


devotion, he pours out his ſoul to God? 
« Lord, (doth he not then ſay) it is good 


“ for me to be here, with thee is the pure 
2 en of light; in thy preſence there 


is fulneſs of joy; at thy right hand there 
are e pleaſures for evermore. ; 


In the /econd place, upon this head, 


Does the preſence and fellowſhip of the 


Spirit of God, which the Chriſtian en- 


_ Joys, imply that a ſimilar temper to that of 


the ee, habitually prevails in his 


mind; 


1 


mind; that he is renewed after his image ? 
muſt it not be allowed, that the very poſ- 
ſeſſion and exerciſe of ſuch a temper is, in 
itſelf, an ineſtimable bleſſing ? For, let us 
reflect when it was that we taſted the moſt 
ſerene and unmixed ſatisfaction of mind; 
was it not when, after a proper and faith- 
ful diſcharge of our duty, we have been at 
peace with ourſelves, and at peace with all 
around us, when all malice, and rancour, 
and pride, have been baniſhed from our 
breaſt, and our hearts have been filled with 
perfect benevolence and love? How ſooth- 
ing has it been to our mind, when, in ſuch 
a ſtate of inward tranquility, founded up- 
on reflection and conſcious duty, even“ to 
% weep with thoſe that weep, and to walk, 
for a ſeaſon, with the afflicted, in the valley 
of tears, and, from the generous meltings 
of our own heart, to elevate our defires 
5 and our hopes to God for his mercy to in- 
terpoſe, in ſome future period, in behalf 
of his afflicted children, and to deliver them 
from all their diſtreſſes? Can the thought- 


leſs 


( 24 ) 
leſs joy of riot and of diſſipation, of loud 
and unfeeling laughter, which is but as the 
crackling of thorns under a pot, be once 
compared with that godlike joy which 


ſprings from the exerciſe of pure and be- 
nevolent affection? It is as the dew of hea- 


ven deſcending upon the hills of Zion, dif- 


| fuſing around it both delight and nouriſh- 


ment, and elevating the ſoul in grateful 


_ adoration to the giver of all good. = Ag 
for me, (lays the Pſalmiſt) I ſhall behold 
© thy face in righteouſneſs ; when I awake 


„ ſhall be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs.” 


And, faith the Apoſtle, * The fruit of the 


Ty Spirit! 18 love, 3 joy, peace, long- ſuffering, 
“ gentleneſs, Eooanelh, faith, meekneſs, 
- winken, 6 2 TEEN 


In the laf place, upon this head, As, by 


reſembling God in his goodneſs, which is 


the native fruit of his Spirit, the Chriſtian 
18 inſpired with an enlarge 42d Neiterwbn 


delight; ſo alſo, being led by the ſame 
Spirit in the paths of righteouſneſs, his 
heart is thereby eſtabliſhed in a well ground- 


ed 


3 


ed peace, and in the full aſſurance of the 
protection and bleſſing of heaven. Great 
peace they have who love the law of the 
Lord, and nothing ſhall offend them. 


“ Brethren, (ſaid an inſpired Apoſtle) If 
our own heart condemn us not, then 
© ſhall we have confidence towards God. * 


Can the friendſhip of man, or any ex- 


ternal advantages of fortune, confer up- 
on thoſe that truſt in them, that ſubſtan- 


tial and laſting enjoyment which is thus 
derived to the Chriſtian, from the conſcious 


preſence and friendſbip of God? which in- 
fallibly conducts his ſteps in the peaceful 
paths of integrity and honour; which frees 


his mind from the moſt painful paſſions, 
thoſe of remorſe, and ſhame, and fear; af- 


fords him the moſt ſoothing conſolation 


under affliction, his heart being ſtill ſtayed 
on God; and enables him to look forward 
through life, and even to death itſelf, with 


enlivening confidence and hope; for, can 
it be, that the friends of God, or thoſe 


8. who 
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who are the real objects of his love, ſhall 
ever be left by him wholely deſolate, or 
ſuffered to fall a prey to corruption and 
death? ſurely his mercy will ftill follow 
them, and they ſhall be admitted to dwell 
with him for evermore ; for, either there 
is no God, or his mercy to thoſe who fear 
and ſerve him ſhall never end: Therefore, 

(ſaid the faithful, though afflicted Job) 
25 Though thou ſhouldeſt lay me, yet will 

« I truſt in thee.” af 


Let not your heart 
be troubled, (faid our Lord) ye believe 


in God, believe alſo i in me; in my Fa- 


4 ther's houſe are many manſions ; if it 


had not been ſo, I would have told you: 
4 go to prepare a place for you, and if 
I go to prepare a place, 1 will come a- 
gain and receive you to myſelf, chat 
„ where I am, there you may be alſo.” 

-" Bleſſed 18 the man, therefore, whoſe 


8 God is the Lord, the Lord will keep him 
ein perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on 


+ oY him: He ſhall be with him! in ſix trou- 
00 bles, to deliver him, yea, in ſeven, there ; 


© ſhall 
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© ſhall no evil touch him.” He ſhall guide 
him by his counſel through life, and after- 


wards receive him to glory. He ſhall cauſe _ 


him to go forward from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
till he is fully renewed after his image, 
and, at length, is brought to appear before 
him perfect! in Lion. 


I ſhall now. conclude this diſcourſe, by 
| pointing out the leading diſpoſitions and 
duties to which a due conſideration of theſe 
advantages, which have been enumerated, 
may be ſuppoſed to excite us. 


One diſpoſition, more eſpecially, that 


Lo may. be ſuppoſed to prevail with us is, that 


> of thankfulneſs. Thankfulneſs to God, 
who at firſt framed us with ſuch powers, 
and for ſuch refined enjoyments ; thank- 
fulneſs to Chriſt, by whoſe unparallelled 
love and compaſſion we are again reſtored 
to the poſleſſion of theſe privileges, after 


that, by the ee of our nature, they 
had 


6026) 
had been, in a great meaſure, forfeited and 
loſt. 1 Py 5 | 


There i is no quality by which man is ſo 
much charateriſed and diſtinguiſhed, as by 
that of devotion; by which, beſide the 
pleaſures of ſenſe, of ſociety, and of friend- 
ſhip, he is enabled to elevate his mind to 
the inviſible ſource whence all theſe are de- 
rived to him, He can rejoice in contem- 
plating the communications of divine love, 
as theſe are diffuſed, not only to himſelf, 
and to the creatures of this earth, but 
through the whole viſible creation: Nay, 
he can penetrate by reaſon and faith, far 


beyond the power of viſion and the bounds * 


of ſpace, even to immenſity, and beyond 
time to eternity. By this faculty, he be- 
comes a citizen, not merely of this world, 
but of the univerſe. He is aſſociated with 
the whole intelligent offspring of God, u- 


: niting his devout adorations with theirs 0 


the univerſal Parent of life and of happi- 
neſs. By this, at length, he can enter in- 


to 


to the plans of infinite beneficence and 
wiſdom, and is enabled to taſte of that pure 
Joy which proceeds from the exerciſe of 
perfect love. Beloved, (fays an inſpired 
% Apoſtle) now are we the ſons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
ee be; but, we know, that, when he ſhall 
« appear, we ſhall be like him, for we 
„ ſhall ſee him as he is.“ And can we 
reflect a moment upon this exalted faculty, 
theſe ſublime pleaſures and enlivening pro- 
ſpects which ſpring from the exerciſe of it; 
more eſpecially, can we reflect upon that 
divine plan of redemption through Jeſus 
Chriſt, by which we are reſtored to our 
forfeited privileges and hopes, without 
feeling ourſelves powerfully diſpoſed © to 
* ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath. 
called us out of darkneſs into his mar- 
« yellous light,” ſaying, in the language 
7 Wn celeſtial rapture, * To him that loved 
* us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 
„own blood, and hath made us kings and 


* prieſts unto God, and his Father, to 
b him 
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“him be glory and dominion for ever and 
oy ever, Amen. 


In the ſecond place upon this head : Are 


we ſeriouſlly perſuaded, that, in the con- | 


ſcious preſence and friendſhip of God, we 
poſſeſs the pureſt ſource of enjoyment, and 
the beſt ſecurity againſt temptation and 
danger? Let us evince the high eſtimation 

in which theſe are held by us, by our en- 
deavours to preſerve and cultivate them. 
Wherever our treaſure is, there ſhall our 
« hearts be alſo.” If we allow ourſelves 
to entertain the notion, that, from outward 
and temporal poſſeſſions, our chief happi- 
neſs is to ariſe, theſe will no doubt become | 
the great objects of our purſuit, and will 
principally occupy our attention and care; 
but if, on the contrary, it is our ſettled con- 
viction, that inward tranquility and peace; 
confidence towards God, and the lively 
hopes of immortality, which are the native 
fruits of the Spirit, are by far the moſt va- 
luable poſſeſſions, in that caſe we ſhall hold 

faſt 
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Faſt faith and a good conſcience with un- 
_ ceaſing vigilance, and ſuffer no earthly ob- 
ject or intereſt to come in competition with 
them; we ſhall ſeek the kingdom of God, 
in the firſt place, having this as our great 
and principal concern, to preſerve our heart 


pure and unſullied, an habitation fit for the 
| Divine Spirit, a temple conſecrated to his 


worſhip and ſervice. If, therefore, it is in- 
deed our earneſt, our ſupreme deſire, to 

| Poſſeſs that peace of God that paſſeth all 
underſtanding, let us ſtudy to walk before 
him in the land of the living, endeavour- 
ing to become perfect, thinking and acting 
habitually with a view to his approbation ; 


for, if we ſeek the Lord we ſhall find him, 


if we ſeek him with all our heart and with 
all our mind. Thus, having glorified him 
here upon earth, we ſhall at length be ad- 
mitted into his more immediate preſence in 
that Temple which is above,“ where we 
* ſhall ſee him face to face, and know 
even as we are known.“ | 
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In we laft place, and to eobieludz Have 
we ever taſted in our own heart that un- 
diſturbed ſerenity and peace which is the 
fruit of the Spirit of God? muſt we not 
have felt, at the ſame time, a generous ar- 

dour to communicate theſe bleſſings to o- 
thers, and to render them partakers with 
us in this heavenly joy? This is an effect 
as neceſſarily proceeding from the influence 
of this divine principle, wherever it pre- 
vails, as the emanations of light and heat 
from the Sun when he ariſes upon the 
earth; for God is Love. 


What pleaſure is ſo tranſporting to an in- 
genuous mind as that of doing good ? but 
to form a fcheme of beneficence, which re- 
ſpects not merely a fingle individual, or 
even a few ſelect and perſonal friends, but 
is meant to be extended to a wide circle in 
ſociety, which propoſes, for its end, not a 
partial -or a temporary relief only, but a 
| complete deliverance, and the fulleſt enjoy- 
ment of our nature, reaching forward to 

the 
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dhe utmoſt limits of our exiſtence, and 
which is fitted to diffuſe its effects from 
age to age. To be animated by ſuch views 
and motives as theſe, is to feel that heaven- 
ly enlargement of heart which proceeds 
from the influences of the Divine Spirit 
_ dwelling within us. It is to be filled with 
the fulneſs of God. Such is that God-like 
principle to which this Society owes its 
_ eſtabliſhment, and whoſe happy effects, in 
ſome meaſure, correſpond to the high ori- 
gin to which it is aſcribed, 


It is your's, under God, and by the aids 
of his grace, to diſſipate the miſts of igno- 
rance by the enlivening light of the goſpel 
of Jeſus; to reſcue the ſouls, which, for 
want of inſtruction, are ready to periſh, 
from the gloomy yoke of ſuperſtition, from 
the debaſing habits of vice and ſloth, and , 
to vindicate them into the glorious liberty 


of the children of God; in a word, to con- | 


tribute to the en of a kingdom 
more glorious to the purchaſer than that of 
A, Fo the 
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the moſt renowned conqueror, even a King- 
dom of righteouſneſs arid peace, of pure 
and heavenly joy, reaching to eternity; for 
ye are fellow workers together with God, 
and with his Son Chriſt Jeſus. To as 

many, therefore, as are engaged in this 


divine undertaking, and who are actuated 
by a correſponding ſpirit, may theſe words 
of the Apoſtle be with propriety addreſſed. 

Know ye not that ye are the Temple of 
40 * God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 


in you.“ May not the children who are 


yet unborn, but who are deſtined to reap 
the benefit of this inſtitution, ſeem to ariſe, . 
in their ſucceeding generations, and bleſs 


the memory of their liberal benefaCtors ? 
Nay, may we not ſuppoſe the ſpirits that 


have been thus redeemed, aſcending to 
heaven in all ages, adding new luſtre to 
their crown of glory? for they that have 


turned many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as 


the ſtars for ever. Now that all of us may 
be bleſſed with that enlarged and fervent 


charity, which 1s the end of the command- 
ment, 
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ment, and the bond of perfectneſs, which 


will teach us to reſemble God here, and fit 


us for the enjoyment of him hereafter. 
may God, of his infinite mercy, grant, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. To whom, with 
the Father, and Bleſſed Spirit, be aſcribed 


all glory, dominion, and praiſe, for ever. 
- Runen; ; 
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| An AB 5 TR AC 7 of the Arai: f 


the Society for Propagating Chriſtian 


| Knowledge, from by 1781, to October 
2763+: 


THE plan laid down by the Committee 


of Directors, for the management of the 


ſeveral branches of the bufineſs of the So- 


ciety, being already approved of by former 


General Meetings, and ſubjoined to the 
annual Sermons printed for them, it is un- 
neceſlary to repeat their reſolutions. 


The chief buſineſs of ' the Directors has 


been to execute the deſigns propoſed in 
ſuch a manner as to promote, to the ut- 


moſt of their power, the pious and bene- 
volent deſigns of the Society, without i in- 
juring the capital ſtock. They have ſup- 
preſſed ſuch ſchools as appeared to be of 
little benefit, and erected others in their 
a pe apps 8 
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ſtead, where they had the proſpect of their 
; being more extenſively uſeful. They have 


alſo made ſome additional new erections, 


at the requeſt of ſeveral gentlemen in the 


Highlands, who have not only agreed to 


furniſh the neceſſary accommodations for 
the maſters, but to pay the half of the ſala- 
ries. They with to give every encourage- 
ment to thoſe who diſcover the ſame cha- 
ritable intentions that the eee has in 
view. 


It is with regret the committee obſerve, 
that ſo many complaints have been made 


to them, by their ſchoolmaſters, of the want 
of neceſſary accommodations, particularly of 
ſchool-houſes. As theſe were expreſsly 


promiſed before any ſalary was granted, 


the Directors think themſelves ill uſed by 


theſe gentlemen and inhabitants, who have 


been ſo inattentive to an object in which 
they themſelves are chiefly | concerned. 


Though the Directors are willing to allow 


chem a reaſonable time to build houſes, and 


are 


—— —— •—ãũͤ—j <a ro es Bs Aer > 


1 


1 
UA 
* 
. 
1 
0 $ 
: 1TH 
i 
74 ty 
114, 
. 
7. 
171 
1 
17 
$6 25 
i 4 
N 
N 
. \ i 
1114 
* 
3 
1 5 
3. 
1141 
3 
I 
N 
1 
1 
13 N 
Fi , 
} 
1 
N 
1 
1 
1 
# 
1 
CO, 
+. « 
a i 
ES 1 
, i 
S. 
bY | ; 
+ | 
* 1 
g 1 * 
1.4 
2 [1 
+ 2 
: 4 
. * 
13 : 
FY 
15 
„ } 
5 
U 
14 941 
313 
1 
\ 
: 4 
1 
4 
9 
i v3 
"_ 
— 
5 
i 
{x 
© 
: 
* 
4 1 
1 
17 
> 
. 


— 
5 : . 
. N — — bs : 
te: Lee —n: 33 2 
* — o — - . + "> 


FT. 


are not inclined to take an advantage of an 


occaſional neglect, yet they have already 


ſuppreſſed ſeveral ſchools on account of 
continued complaints; and, if the proper 


accommodations to others be not ſoon 
granted, they will be reluctantly obliged to 


withdraw the ſalaries from them likewiſe, 


however neceſſary ſuch ſtations may ap- 


8 Pear. 


Agreeably to the reſolutions of laſt year, 


almoſt the whole of the money belonging 
to the Society is laid out on heritable vin 


in ſums from L. 1000 to L. 4000 each; 
addition to which ſecurity, obligations are 
given by reſponſible perſons in Edinburgh, 
for the regular payment of the intereſts. 


Though the directors have the pleaſure 


to think that the affairs of the Society are 


in a proſperous ſtate; yet they regret, that, 


from the narrowneſs of their funds, they 


are ſtill obliged to refuſe many applica- 


tions for ſchools, where they appear to be 


very 


1 
very neceſſary, | They hope, however, that, 
by the continuance of the public aid, they 


ſhall be, in a few years, enabled to render 


: the deſign of the Society yet more exten- 


ſively uſeful ; and flatter themſelves, that 


no fidelity or attention ſhall be wanting on 
mar part to forward the deſired end. 


They thankfully acknowledge the dona- 


tions they have received from ſeveral very 
| honourable and reſpectable friends of the 
Society, and hope they ſhall continue to 


merit their ng PSIG. 


They mention, at this time, with ſincere 


regret, the loſs of a very worthy member 


and benefaQor to the Society, the late Mr 
Dickſon dyer in Edinburgh. Though he 


lived! in no high rank in life, yet he was 


not leſs diſtinguiſhed by his beneficence, 
than by his ſincere and unaffected piety. 


He was, in a particular manner, a zealous 
: friend of this charitable inſtitution, to which 


he was a liberal contributor while he lived, 


and 
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and left to it a genteel donation at his death. 
They truſt that he {ſhall receive a higher 
reward, than 15 in their power to confer ; 
but they think it their duty to offer this 
{mail tribute of acknowledgment to his 


memory. 


They mention with no leſs ſincere 1 
gret, the late unexpected death of another 
moſt valuable member, the Rev. Dr Dick 

of this city. Hle was not only diſtinguiſh- 

ed by ſuperior, abilities in his profeſſion, 
but the Society lay under particular obli- 
gations for his ſervices while he continued 


in the direction. 5 5 
18 b 58 


A a fummary ſtate of he Society, i in 
which their preſent views and deſigns are 
mentioned, i 18 now in the preſs, and will be 
Joon publiſhed, it would be ſuperfluous to 
anticipate, in this abſtract, what is there 7 
fully explained, and to Which the friends E 
of this charitable inſtitution are referred, rel 
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